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NOTICE OF RACE 

Including Amendment # 1 dated 6 September 2005 
 

Governing the Match Races of 
 

TRAPANI LOUIS VUITTON ACT 8 
 

23 September – 6 October 2005 
at Trapani, Italy 

 
This Notice of Race (“NOR”) is published by AC Management Ltd. and the Regatta Director 
pursuant to Articles 4.2 and 5.7 of the Protocol Governing the Thirty Second America’s Cup 
(“Protocol”) agreed by Société Nautique de Genève, Trustee and Defender of America’s Cup, and 
the Challenger of Record, The Golden Gate Yacht Club, and Clause 6.2 of the 32nd America’s Cup 
Terms of Challenge (“TOC”). 
 
This NOR shall apply to the match races of Trapani Louis Vuitton Act 8 (“Act 8”), a Pre-regatta 
anticipated by Article 3.3(b)(i) of the Protocol. 
 
A reference to Act 9 means the fleet race Pre-regatta called Trapani Louis Vuitton Act 9 and its 
Notice of Race. 
 
 
1. ORGANIZING AUTHORITY 

 
1.1 The Event and Organizing Authority is AC Management Ltd. (”AC Management”) including 

any affiliate or any subsidiary entity which undertakes any activity on its behalf. 
 

1.2 AC Management shall exercise its duties pursuant to the Protocol and the TOC. 
 

1.3 The words defined in Article 1 of the Protocol and in Article 2.1 of the TOC shall have the 
same meaning in this NOR. 

 
 

2. RULES 
 

2.1 Act 8 will be governed by the documents listed in Article 12.1 of the Protocol as well as: 
 

(a) the Rules of Procedure, Decisions, and Interpretations of the Jury appointed under 
Article 21 of the Protocol; 

 
(b) such other rules as agreed by the Race Committee, the Defender, and the Challenger 

Commission, including regulations, calls, cases and interpretations; 
 
(c) any amendments to the documents referred to in this NOR 2.1; and 
 
(d) the ISAF Eligibility Code (Regulation 19) and the ISAF Advertising Code (Regulation 

20), except as these are modified by the Protocol or as provided in NOR 2.1(b). 
 



 

NOR Trapani Act 8 including Amendment # 1  page 2 
 
 

2.2 For the purpose of this NOR, references are to the Racing Rules of Sailing for 2005-2008 and 
to Appendix C, (“RRS”) as promulgated by the International Sailing Federation at the date this 
NOR is issued. 

 
2.3 The Regatta Director will issue the Sailing Instructions not later than 7 September 2005. 

 
2.4 Rule Changes and/or Amplifications 

 
(a) America’s Cup Class Rule Version 5.0 (“ACC Rules”) and its Public Interpretations. 

 
(i) National Letters and Chartered Boats 

 
(a) Further to ACC Rule 35 and RRS Appendix G, if an ACC Yacht (“yacht”) is 

chartered (this includes a loaned yacht) to a Competitor representing a 
nationality different from the nationality of the owner of record of the yacht, 
the charterer may apply to the Regatta Director to change the national letters 
to the nationality of the charterer.  Any approval granted by the Regatta 
Director is temporary and will expire at earlier of the end of the charter, the 
sale of the yacht, or 1 March 2007. 

 
(b) The owner and charterer shall provide all necessary documents or 

declarations required by the Measurement Committee to perform or confirm 
measurement of the yacht; and the front page of the Measurement Certificate 
shall show the names of the owner and the charterer of the yacht.  The 2-
digit sail number shall not be changed unless required to be changed as 
provided in the ACC Rules and/or the Protocol. 

 
(ii) For the purpose of ACC Rule 37.1, crew members shall be weighed by the 

Measurement Committee (by appointment) between 24 and 27 September. 
 
(iii) Further to ACC Rule 44.1(a)(iv) the following equipment shall be aboard the yacht 

while racing: 
 

(a) life-jackets, of a size and number not less than the number of people 
aboard the yacht; 

 
(b) a horseshoe type lifebuoy, fitted with a whistle, kept on deck or in the 

cockpit within reach of the crew; 
 
(c) an orange smoke canister, kept on deck or in the cockpit within reach of 

the crew, and capable of being thrown in the vicinity of a person overboard 
to alert other vessels that a person is overboard; and 

 
(d) an air horn or similar sound signal device. 

 
(iv) In accordance with ACC Rule 1.2, the Defender and the Challenger of Record, 

with the approval of all other Competitors have agreed to amend Version 5.0 as 
follows: 

 
Limitation on Setting a Spinnaker – Pre-Start. 

 
After the Preparatory Signal and before it starts, a yacht shall not carry a 
spinnaker (as defined by ACC Rules 29.3 and 33) that is set in its normal 
position and drawing. 

 
(b) Racing Rules – Definitions 
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(i) Rule  Delete clauses (b) and (c). 
 

(ii) Two-Length Zone is deleted in its entirety and replaced with: 
 

“Two or Three Length Zone: The area around a mark or obstruction within a 
distance of two hull lengths except that at a leeward mark, and at a finishing 
mark at the end of a leeward leg, or a mark ending a leg 1 or 3 on which a 
purple flag has been displayed in accordance with NOR 2.4(f)(iii) the distance 
is extended to three hull lengths.” 

 
(c) RRS – Race Signals 

 
(i) Flag “AP” over a number pennant. 

 
(a) The Race Signals of the RRS is changed to delete the entire meaning of flag 

“AP” over a numeral pennant. 
 

(b) The new definition shall be that flag “AP” over a numeral pennant shall mean 
that a postponement is in effect for the scheduled match designated by the 
numeral pennant. 

 
(ii) The meaning of “NP” as used in this NOR means numeral pennant and designates 

the specific match scheduled to start in that starting sequence. 
 

(d) RRS – Part 2 
 

(i) RRS 14 – Delete RRS 14(b) and replace with the following: 
 

“14(b) shall not be penalized under this rule unless there is contact that 
causes injury or serious damage.” 

 
(ii) Protests under RRS 14, as amended, may be initiated only: 

 
(a) by a yacht involved in the incident when injury or serious damage is alleged 

(this amends RRS C6.2), or 
 

(b) by the Jury as a result of information received during a valid protest hearing 
or request for redress where a collision resulted in injury or serious damage.  
This alters RRS 60.3 and RRS C8.4. 

 
(iii) (a) The penalty for a yacht that breaks RRS 14, as amended, shall be DSQ from 

that race but the point shall not be awarded to the other yacht.  However, 
when the Jury finds that the DSQ yacht infringed RRS 2, it may impose other 
penalties in accordance with the RRS, including awarding the point for that 
race to the other yacht.  This rule shall not restrict the Jury from awarding the 
point for a race to the other yacht when granting redress.  This alters RRS 
C6.6(c). 
 

(b) At any hearing held under RRS 14, as amended, the Jury shall consult the 
Measurement Committee in determining whether or not any damage to a 
yacht was serious.  The Jury shall apportion the percentage responsibility for 
any injury or damage, serious or otherwise, to the yachts involved in the 
incident. 

 
(iv) RRS 18.1 – When this Rule Applies. 

 
Add the following sentence after the first sentence: 
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“When the three-length zone in NOR 2.4(b)(ii) applies yachts are only about 
to round or pass a mark when one of them enters the three length zone.” 

 
(v) RRS 20.3 – Delete RRS 20.3. 

 
(e) RRS – Part 3 
 

(i) RRS 32.1 – delete the words ”…shorten the course (display flag S with two 
sounds) or…”. 

 
(ii) RRS 32.1(c) and RRS 32.2 are deleted. 

 
(f) RRS – Part 4 
 

(i) RRS 41 - further to RRS 41 and in the sole discretion of the yacht, a yacht may 
receive outside assistance from any available source when it must evacuate an 
injured or ill person requiring immediate medical assistance that cannot be 
adequately delivered on board the yacht.  Once a person has been removed from 
the yacht, that person shall not be returned to the yacht or replaced with another 
person.  There shall be no penalty for the removal of an injured or ill person. 

 
(ii) RRS 47.2 - The second sentence of RRS 47.2 is deleted, and the following 

additions to RRS 47.2 are made: 
 

“(a) In the event that a crew member leaves the yacht while racing, the 
yacht may continue racing and may itself recover the crew member as 
soon as possible. 

 
“(b) Any boat may rescue a crew member who has left the yacht.  If in the 

sole discretion of the yacht, the crew member is to be returned to the 
yacht, the crew member shall be returned to the yacht only by the 
yacht’s own chase boat. 

 
“(c) If the crew member is rescued by a vessel other than the yacht and 

whether or not returned to the yacht, the Umpires shall penalize the 
yacht in accordance with RRS C5.2. 

 
“(d) If more than one crew member leaves the yacht in the same incident, a 

yacht shall be penalized only once. 
 

“(e) As contemplated by RRS 47.2, if a crew member intentionally leaves 
the yacht to help another person or vessel in danger and the Umpires 
are satisfied that the crew member did so solely for the purpose of 
rendering assistance, there shall be no penalty.  The crew member may 
also be returned to the yacht, but only by the yacht’s own chase boat. 

 
“(f) Should the 18th person leave the yacht, any vessel may recover that 

person as soon as possible.  The 18th person shall not be returned to 
the yacht and the yacht shall not be penalized.” 

 
(iii) The following is added as RRS 50.5: 

 
“50.5 Limitation on Setting a Spinnaker 
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“(a) On legs 1 and 3 a yacht may have a spinnaker intentionally 
hoisted above the “I” point only when the Umpires are satisfied 
that: 
 
(i) the difference in angle between the wind direction and the 

course axis is clearly more than 90 degrees and after the 
Umpires have signaled both yachts by displaying a purple 
flag accompanied by a sound signal; or 

 
(ii) when the yacht with the hoisted spinnaker is to windward of 

a line running through the windward mark (Mark 1) that is 90 
degrees to the axis of the course. 

 
“(b) Once the purple flag has been displayed it shall apply to both 

yachts and shall not be removed for the remainder of that odd-
numbered leg. 

 
“(c) The Umpires may make this signal just before the commencement 

of the leg 1 or 3, or after one or both yachts have rounded the 
mark beginning the leg. 

 
“(d) The Umpires will signal both yachts nearly simultaneously, and 

may use different Umpire boats and or radio communications. 
 

“(e) This rule shall not apply when rounding a mark. 
 

“(f) When the Umpires determine that a yacht has infringed this rule, it 
shall be penalized in accordance with RRS C5.2, C5.3, or C5.4.” 

 
(g) RRS – Part 7 

 
(i) RRS 88.2(b)  Delete the last sentence of RRS 88.2(b). 

 
(h) RRS Appendix C 
 

(i) RRS C2.12 is deleted and replaced with: 
 
“C2.12 Add to the preamble of Part 4: ‘Rule 42 shall also apply from 1 minute 
before the Preparatory Signal.’” 

 
(ii) RRS C2.4 RRS 13.2 is deleted and replaced with: 

 
“13.2 After the foot of the mainsail of a yacht sailing downwind crosses the centerline she 

shall keep clear of other yachts until the bottom one-third (1/3) of her mainsail has 
filled.” 

 
(iii) Delete RRS C2.6 and replace with: 

 
Rule 18.3 is changed to:  “If two yachts were on opposite tacks and one of them 
completes a tack within the two or three length zone to pass a rounding mark, and if 
thereafter the other yacht cannot by luffing avoid becoming overlapped inside her, 
the yacht that tacked shall keep clear and RRS 15, 18.2(a), 18.2(b), 18.2(c), and 
18.2(e) do not apply.  If the other yacht can by luffing avoid becoming overlapped 
inside her then RRS 18.2(c) shall apply as if the yachts were clear ahead and clear 
astern at the two or three length zone.”  
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(iv) RRS C3.1 Starting Signals is amended by deleting the table of signals and 
substituting the following table and paragraphs after the initial paragraph of RRS 
C3.1: 

 
 

 
“(a) Yachts shall be assigned ends of the Starting Line according to their 

seeding in the Event and the table of matches contained in the Sailing 
Instructions. 

 
“(b) When a race is re-sailed for any reason the assigned ends of the 

Starting Line will not change.” 
 

(v) RRS C7.3 Penalty Limitations is altered to read: 
 

“(b) No part of a penalty may be taken within: 
 

“(i) two of a boat’s hull lengths of a windward rounding mark, or 
 

“(ii) three of a boat’s hull lengths of a leeward rounding mark, or a 
mark ending a leg 1 or 3 on which a purple flag has been 
displayed under NOR 2.4(f)(iii).” 

 
(vi) RRS C8.5 is amended by removing the words: 

 
“…may signal…” 

 
and replacing with the words: 

 
“…shall signal…” 

 
(i) For the avoidance of doubt, mast or boom mounted video cameras and CCD lenses 

for the purpose of observing the sails of the yacht are permitted if mounted to view in 
a nearly vertical plane. 

 
 

3. ELIGIBILITY & ENTRY 
 

Time in Minutes Visual Signal Sound Signal Means 

11 Flag F displayed One Horn Attention Signal 

10 Flag NP displayed 

Flag F removed 

One Horn Warning Signal 

5 Flag P displayed One Horn Preparatory Signal 

3 Identification flag or flags 

displayed** 

One Horn** End of pre-start entry 

time 

1 Flag P removed   

0 Flag NP removed 

(Flag NP displayed for subsequent 

match) 

One Horn  Starting Signal 
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3.1 Each Competitor shall enter one ACC Yacht in Act 8.  The same yacht shall be entered in Act 
9 unless the Jury determines that the yacht is so damaged as to be unable to compete and 
that such damage was unintentional. 

 
3.2 A Yacht Registration for Acts 8 and 9 shall be lodged with the Regatta Director on the form 

provided in Attachment 1 not later than 17.00 on 9 September 2005.  Accompanying its Yacht 
Registration, each Competitor shall provide the Regatta Director with the Certificate of Liability 
Insurance required by TOC Clause 24.3. 

 
3.3 Prior to the start of the Measurement Control Period, the yacht entered for Acts 8 and 9 shall 

have either: 
 

(a) a valid Measurement Certificate, or 
 
(b) with the written permission of the Measurement Committee, all out-of-the-water hull 

measurement completed except measurement for draft. 
 
 
4. RACE AREA 

 
The Race Area is the area in the vicinity of the City of Trapani as defined in Regatta Notice # 
7.  The approximate location of rendezvous points within the Race Area will be described in 
the Sailing Instructions. 

 
 
5. SCHEDULE 

 
5.1 Act 8 shall consist of match racing only with one full round robin scheduled.  It is the 

intention of the Race Committee that not more than two flights are scheduled to be sailed 
each day unless the schedule is modified as permitted in NOR 5.2. 

 
5.2 The schedule of measurement and races for Act 8 is shown in Attachment 2 but may be 

revised or modified by the Regatta Director in consultation with AC Management and the 
Competitors.  Act 8 is scheduled to take place in the period between 23 September 2005 
(start of Measurement Control Period) and 6 October 2005. 

 
 

6. MEASUREMENT AND INSPECTION 
 
6.1 Measurement in General 

 
(a) Except as otherwise provided, the term “measurement” includes initial measurement, 

measurement to obtain a Measurement Certificate, re-validations, inspections and re-
measurements. 

 
(b) Each sail shall be measured and initialed by the Measurement Committee prior to its 

use in a race, except as provided in NOR 6.1(e) and 6.1(f). 
 

(c) Measurement shall be conducted at places and times stipulated by the Measurement 
Committee. 

 
(d) The Measurement Committee may take whatever measurements it considers 

appropriate. 
 

(e) If the Measurement Committee is unable to complete a yacht’s measurements prior to 
the dates specified in this NOR due to causes beyond the reasonable control of the 
Competitor, additional time may be granted by the Regatta Director. 
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(f) When the Measurement Committee is unable to obtain a measurement that it considers 

accurate before a race, the measurement shall be taken as soon as possible after the 
race. 

 
(g) The Measurement Committee or Jury may at any time request measurement or 

inspection of a yacht for compliance with the rules of the Event, including equipment, 
and the Competitor shall provide all reasonable assistance to the Measurement 
Committee to carry out such measurement or inspection. 

 
6.2 Measurement Control Period 

 
(a) The Measurement Control Period shall begin at 0730 on 23 September 2005 or at a 

later time as determined by the Regatta Director in consultation with the Measurement 
Committee. 

 
(b) Each Competitor shall have one yacht available for measurement (by appointment) in 

the Venue at Trapani not later than 2000 on 22 September unless the Regatta Director 
determines that delivery of the yacht to the Venue is or will be delayed due to a cause 
reasonably outside the Competitor’s control. 

 
(c) Prior to the commencement of the “no change period” each yacht entered shall have 

completed measurement by the Measurement Committee. 
 

(d) In accordance with ACC Rule 45.1, the Measurement Committee shall provide the 
Regatta Director with a copy of the front page of the Measurement Certificate of each 
yacht entered no later than 1800 on the day before the first scheduled race of Act 8. 

 
6.3 Measurement Changes and “No Change Period” 

 
(a) The “no change period” for Acts 8 and 9 is the period commencing twenty-four (24) 

hours before the first scheduled Warning Signal of Act 8 and ending at the conclusion of 
the protest time limit for the last completed race of Act 9.  This “no change period” shall 
apply only to the yacht entered in Acts 8 and 9. 

 
(b) During a “no change period” no change that would invalidate a yacht’s measurement 

certificate shall be made to the yacht except: 
 

(i) when changes are required by the Measurement Committee to enable a yacht to 
comply with the ACC Rules, or 

 
(ii) in the case of unintentional damage, when both the Technical Director and the 

Regatta Director approve the repairs. 
 

(c) During the “no change period”, one change that would invalidate a yacht’s most recent 
confirmed certificate and require the issue of a new certificate will be permitted.  This 
change shall not be such as to require the yacht to be floated and weighed.  This rule 
does not permit the substitution of a yacht. 

 
(d)  When a new measurement certificate is issued as a result of changes permitted in NOR 

6.3(b) or 6.3(c), a copy of the front page of the new certificate shall be provided by the 
Measurement Committee to the Regatta Director no later than 0830 on the day of the 
yacht’s next scheduled race. 

 
6.4 Post-Race Measurement 
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(a) The Measurement Committee, or the Umpire of a match, shall advise a yacht within one 
(1) minute following a race if the Committee will require a post race measurement, 
inspection, or verification of that yacht for compliance with ACC Rule 37.1. 

 
(b) If so advised under NOR 6.4(a), during the one minute period, and thereafter if so 

advised, no person or thing shall be taken on board or removed from the yacht without 
the express permission of the Measurement Committee, except that a yacht may 
change crew, sails, and equipment between races on those days when it is scheduled to 
sail two races, unless directed otherwise by the Measurement Committee. 

 
(c) Should the Measurement Committee require that a yacht be hauled out, sufficient time 

shall be granted to allow it to haul out, be measured or inspected, be launched, and 
made ready before it is required to start its next race. 

 
(d) The words “reasonable facility” in ACC Rule 40.1 shall include requests to keep support 

craft clear of the yacht until advised after the completion of a race, and to assist with the 
transfer on board of a member of the Measurement Committee. 

 
6.5 Sails & Sail Limits 

 
(a) A Competitor shall register with the Measurement Committee no more than twenty-six 

(26) new sails for Acts 8 & 9.  New sails registered with the Measurement Committee for 
all prior 2005 Acts shall be included in this number. 

 
(b) In addition to the sails registered in NOR 6.5(a), and unless otherwise prohibited by the 

ACC Rules, a Competitor may also register for Acts 8 and 9: 
 

(i) all sails registered with the Measurement Committee for Acts 1, 2, and 3, and 
 

(ii) any sail measured by the Measurement Committee of the 31st America’s Cup 
before 3 March 2003, 

 
provided that the total number of sails registered in accordance with (i) and (ii) above 
shall not exceed twenty (20) sails. 

 
(c) Only measured sails registered in accordance with NOR 6.5(a) and (b) may be on board 

the yacht while racing. 
 

(d) Competitors are advised that the registration of sails in 2005 is cumulative.  If a 
Competitor registers less than the permitted number of sails for Act 8, the remaining 
available registration slots may be carried forward to Act 9.  For the avoidance of doubt, 
the total number of new sails that may be registered for the Acts in 2005 shall not 
exceed twenty-six (26). 

 
6.6 The signage required by Protocol Article 10.3 will be supplied by AC Management on or 

before 23 September 2005.  It shall be installed by each Competitor in accordance with the 
instructions contained in Regatta Notice # 9 at the direction of the Measurement Committee 
before racing. 

 
 

7. YACHT SUBSTITUTION 
 

7.1 A Competitor may substitute its entered yacht with another eligible measured yacht after the 
entry deadline stipulated in NOR 3.2 by submitting a new Yacht Registration to the Regatta 
Director prior to the start of the Measurement Control Period for Act 8. 
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7.2 If a yacht is damaged after completing at least one race and the yacht is so damaged as to be 
unable to compete in that yacht’s next scheduled race and the yacht is entitled to redress 
under the RRS, the yacht may request that the Jury determine its score. 

 
 

8. COURSES 
 

8.1 The course to be sailed shall be windward - leeward consisting of four (4) legs.  After the start 
yachts shall round the turning marks in the following order: Mark 1 – Mark 2 (Gate) – Mark 1 – 
and then to the finish.  See Illustration Race Course.  The illustration is not to scale. 

 
8.2 The approximate distance and bearing of Mark 1 from the Race Committee Signal Boat will 

be displayed as described in the Sailing Instructions. 
 

8.3 The leeward mark (“Mark 2”) shall be approximately 0.25 nautical miles from the Race 
Committee Signal Boat end of the Starting Line.  In the event that Mark 2 is replaced by a 
gate, yachts shall pass through the gate from the direction of the previous mark before 
commencing the next leg, passing the left-hand gate mark to port or the right-hand gate mark 
to starboard.  The gate marks will be not less than 6 boats lengths apart. 

 
8.4 It is the intention of the Race Committee that courses will be not less than 8 nor more than 

12.5 nautical miles in length.  Courses will not be shortened as provided in RRS 32.2, but the 
Race Committee may shorten or lengthen a leg of the course in accordance with RRS 33.  If 
the length of a leg of the course is changed, the approximate distance to the next mark will be 
displayed on a board along with the required “+” or “-“.  This modifies RRS 33. 

 
8.5 The starting line and finishing line shall be approximately 275 metres in length. 

 
8.6 Marks and the procedure for changing a mark will be described in the Sailing Instructions. 

 
8.7 Except at a leeward gate all turning marks shall be rounded to starboard. 

 
8.8 In the event that one yacht of a match is unable to complete a race, the other yacht of that 

match shall start and complete the course in accordance with this NOR and the Sailing 
Instructions in order to win a race unless the umpires have acted under RRS C5.4 or RRS 
C8.5 as changed by NOR 2.4(h)(vi). 

 
8.9 In the event that the Race Committee amends the schedule in order to complete the Round 

Robin, the Race Committee will advise the Race Committee Representative of each yacht 
that it may also: 

 
(a) conduct 3 flights per day; 
 
(b) amend NOR 8.1 to read: “The course to be sailed shall be windward - leeward 

consisting of two (2) legs.  After the start yachts shall round the turning marks in the 
following order: Mark 1 – and then to the finish”, and in which case NOR 8.4 would also 
be amended to read: “It is the intention of the Race Committee that courses will be not 
less than 6 nautical miles in length.” 

 
 
9. RACE COMMITTEE REPRESENTATIVE 

 
Each yacht shall designate one person as its “Race Committee Representative” who shall be 
aboard the yacht but need not be the same person for each race.  When the Race Committee 
is in the starting area, this person shall be available to the Race Committee using the radio (if 
provided) in NOR 15.5(a)(i), and/or such other means of communication as the Race 
Committee may designate. 


